
#WM2041: addressing the 
climate emergency

Jackie Homan

Head of Environment









National context

Legislation and Policy

• Climate Change Act 2008

• Committee on Climate Change

• Environment Bill

• Plans for a Cabinet sub-
committee on climate

• Action around specific issues –
e.g. sales of petrol and diesel 
vehicles

The UK on the international stage
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WMCA emissions and trajectory to zero

Our emissions by sector The pathway to zero
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So what are WE doing?

#WM2041 – the action plan

• A plan to identify actions to take 
us to net zero carbon emissions 
by 2041

• Approved by the WMCA Board on 
17th Jan

• Formal launch on 23rd Jan

• Out for consultation until 12th

March 

• Parallel engagement process 
being run with The Democratic 
Society



We will use our 
industrial past to 

create a new 
future

We will invest in 
the resilience of 

our places

We will change our 
economy without 

leaving anyone 
behind

We will create 
places and 

connections that 
help us to meet 

the climate 
challenge

We will decouple 
prosperity from 
consumption of 

energy and 
resources



Ten Policy Priorities
1. Active travel and cleaner transport – including incentives to adopt low emitting modes

2. Infrastructure to support the transition to electric charging at scale in the region. 

3. The transition to more eco-friendly homes, including a West Midlands ‘green deal’

4. Creating breathable places, including big ambitions for tree planting

5. The proposing of behaviour change campaigns at-scale, including on single-use 

plastics

6. Investment to support re-skilling and employment as a result of sector transitions 

7. Incentives for business innovation, including ‘clean growth challenges’

8. Commitments we can make as ‘anchor institutions’ (as the public sector) within the 

region 

9. Consideration of new fiscal mechanisms and financial products for investment

10. Energy devolution so that we can combine sustainability with reduced fuel poverty
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wmca.org.uk/climatechange


